Top Ten Trees in the City of London
Loneliest: A Nettle Tree
The leaves look a bit like
stinging nettle leaves,
hence the name, but
they don’t sting.
The nettle tree is in the
Family Cannabaceae
making it a distant cousin
of cannabis.
It is known in the USA as
the hackberry. The
berries are about the size
of a pea, purple in colour
and good for birds.

Like the London Plane, the
European Nettle Tree is tough.
Look at how well this one is
doing all on its own surrounded
by concrete. There’s even a
bird’s nest so someone finds it
a safe place to live.

Scan for a Top Ten Tree map

Top Ten Trees in the City of London
Friendliest: An Oak for Gandhi
Most English Oak trees
have spreading
branches but this one
is “fastigiate” which
means its branches
grow upwards, not
outwards, making it a
different shape.
Fastigiate trees are
often seen as London
street trees because
their branches don’t
interfere with the
buses and lorries, and
therefore don’t have
to be heavily pruned,
hooray.

Mahatma Gandhi was a student in
London and qualified here as a
barrister. He visited London often,
and made many friends.
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Most welcome back: Elm Trees
“Dutch” elm disease (it
came from Asia, not from
the Netherlands) destroyed
25 million UK elms.
A Dutch scientist
discovered the cause - a
fungus, spread by a beetle.
In 2010 a plantsman
discovered one strain of
Ulmus procera with
resistance to the disease,
and here are six of them,
doing well.
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Some say elm trees came to
England with the Romans. Or
maybe they were always here.
Elms like to live in lowlands and
valleys, not high mountain sides.
They look at home here on Queen
Victoria Street.
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Tallest (eventually): Dawn Redwoods
Dawn Redwoods are the
smallest of the three
redwoods but will easily
grow to 60 feet (18 metres)
and can get to 160 feet
(almost 50 metres).
Dawn Redwoods come
from China. They were
first brought to England in
the late 1940’s so,
although London has some
very tall Dawn Redwoods
(e.g. Carey Street WC2),
none can be older than
about 70.
Dawn Redwood trees are
deciduous, not evergreen.
In winter the trees at the
Gherkin lose their needles,
like a Christmas tree.
These redwoods at the Gherkin are
young. How tall do you think they will
be next time you visit them?
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Can you see the tree?

